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Experimental activity and reflection - Instructions  
 
The purpose of this task is to encourage you to try a new activity, task, etc. and to give you 
ideas on how to think about its implementation. Within this task, there is also a reflection and 
evaluation section. This is perhaps the most important part of the task - reflective practices will 
ensure that this activity, be it successful or not, will be a worthwhile learning experience and will 
contribute to your development as a language teacher. Do not feel limited in the activities you 
can choose from; they can be as quick or as long as you like. Here are some ideas to get you 
thinking:  

● Classroom management tools (e.g. star charts)  
● The teaching of skills (e.g. an activity that develops speaking)  
● The teaching of systems (e.g. an activity that develops learners understanding of 

grammar)  
● Games  

 
Section 1 - Overview of activity  
 

Write a brief description of the activity, task, etc. that you would like to try in class.  
Be sure to include an overview of the activity, the materials needed, and any pertinent 
instructions that you feel learners are likely to need.   

I am going to trial the program, Flipgrid. The program allows learners to respond to a topic, 
question, etc. online via video. This video is then sent to me, and from there I can provide 
each of the learners with feedback on their speaking. I believe that this will be a useful tool for 
online teaching because the face-to-face time that I have with learners as a group does not 
allow for individual speaking tasks (e.g. Speaking parts 1 and 2 from Cambridge higher main 
suite exams).  
 
With regard to instructions and things that learners will need, I think that if learners are using a 
computer for online classes, they have everything that they need. However, if learners are 
using tablets or phones, then I will need to instruct them to use a device that allows for this 
program to be used. They will also need guidance on how and where to put in the ‘class 
codes’ that are needed to access the classroom and topic cards.  

Write a brief outline of how you plan to use this activity in class. Why are you choosing 
to carry it out in this manner?  

Think about the When?, Why?, and Who?. Think about how this activity can link in with your 
lesson aims.  
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I am planning to use this program with my two Cambridge First classes that take place on 
Tuesdays. I think that they are old enough that there shouldn’t be too many issues, and they 
will appreciate the individual feedback for exam speaking.  
 
With both of the classes, I will use this program in the last phase of the lesson. First I will give 
instructions on how to access the site, screen share and provide an example, and then get 
learners to go and experiment with the program and come back with any questions they might 
have. From there, once they feel comfortable, I’ll get them to record themselves doing the 
speaking tasks that I have assigned (the first class - Speaking part 2; the second class - 
speaking part 1).  

What problems do you think may come up when using this activity? How do you plan 
to overcome these?  

There are potential problems for every activity, so we need to think about what to do if they 
arise. Think about content, classroom management, learner reactions, etc.  

● Technological understanding/literacy: I imagine that some learners who are not that 
experienced with educational technology will struggle with using this tool (e.g. Am in 
my first class). I will see how they go during the lesson and then should have any 
issues I will try to talk them through using the screen share mode in Whereby. If this 
does not result in them being able to use the program, I will set up a time in which they 
can come and speak to me without the rest of the class.  

● Cameras/microphones not working: Some of my learners often have issues with their 
cameras and microphones. If this is the case, I will get them to work around this by 
either filming with a blank screen, in the case of the problem being the camera, or 
getting them to record their voice and email it to me.  

● Learners feeling this is wasting online lesson time: Some learners may feel this is a 
waste of time, however if this does occur I will draw their attention to the fact that the 
majority of them a taking the First exam and need to be as prepared as possible. 
Furthermore, I will tell emphasise the fact that I will be giving each of them 
individualised feedback, something which is hard to do during class in online lessons.  
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Section 2 - Reflection and evaluation  
 

Write about your experience in implementing the activity. Evaluate its use for the 
context in which it was used.  

Some questions to help guide you in this part:  
● Was it successful? Why/why not?  
● How did learners react?  
● If you could go back, is there anything you would change? 
● How appropriate was this activity for the level you chose to use it with? Could it be 

adapted for other levels?  
● Would you change anything about it or its implementation? 

First class - Tuesday 24th March - 0930 - 1130  
 
Overall, the use of Flipgrid went OK. For those learners that were able to access the site, it 
worked well. Am and Iz had many issues; Iz was able to work around her issues, however Am 
was not. As a result of these difficulties, why some people were recording, there were some 
people doing nothing (Am. was very clearly stressed and tired). Once everyone had come 
back, we spoke about the fact that the program would allow me to give them each individual 
feedback, and they seemed to respond quite well to this. Those who were able to record had 
very good things to say about the program:  

● It was easy to use.  
● I look forward to your feedback.  

 
I have set up a time to meet before next week’s class to go through the program with Am and 
anyone else who had issues.  
 
Second class - Tuesday 24th March - 1900 - 2000  
 
Flipgrid worked very well in this class. All the learners are very tech-savvy and had no issues 
getting onto the site and recording their videos. Martin had issues with his microphone, so he 
is going to send me his voice recordings via email. It took us about 20 minutes to go through 
the instructions and the recording. I imagine this will be much less next time.  
 
Overall, I think my use of Flipgrid in class was reasonably successful. I had planned for tech 
difficulties, however I did not plan for learner fatigue in my first class; this fatigue made it just 
that little bit too difficult for Am. With regard to the program itself, I am very happy with the 
result - I have individual responses from each of the learners that were able to access it and 
film themselves, and I have set up the program for future use - it should be much smoother 
next time.  
 
Looking back at what I would change, if I could, it would be the time that I tried it with the first 
class. I think that there are two possible options: at the beginning of the class or at home. For 
classes in which there may be issues due to technological literacy, assigning the task as a 
homework task might be better. If these issues are not likely to be present, then perhaps at 
the start of the class would be best.  
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Thinking about how I can exploit this program, I have come up with the following ideas:  
● Continue using it for exam tasks 
● Getting learners to respond to speaking topics in general (pre-task activities, etc.)  
● Getting learners to record their listening logs instead of writing them.  
● Getting learners to explain grammar rules, structures after having learned them  
● Using this a method of formative assessment after completing a unit.  
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