
Lesson Plan

Title Faces free!

Task type Real-world; creative; input-based; open; unfocused.

Success criteria Learners read a text on the reduction of mask-wearing restrictions and
create an infographic displaying the new rules.

CEFR Level B2+

Ages Teens and Adults

Length 60+ minutes

Materials - Paper or computer
- One text per learner:

https://www.thelocal.es/20210624/where-and-when-do-you-still-hav
e-to-wear-a-face-mask-outdoors-in-spain/

Introduction

In Spain, the laws around mask wearing are changing. There is always a general sense of
confusion around the specifics of the laws, also considering that each of the autonomous
regions is free to make their own recommendations, which may be different to the central
government's guidelines. With this in mind, I wanted to create a task that was relevant and
interesting to my B2 teen/adult learners. Whenever there have been changes to
COVID-related laws, learners generally talk about them in class, expressing their agreement
or disagreement, and so I feel that this text will generate plenty of conversation as well as
provide learners with a much clearer understanding of what they are allowed to do outside
regarding mask wearing. If they already have a clear understanding of what the rules are, I
still believe that the task will be of value to them as it will provide them with opportunities to
put their background knowledge to use when decoding the text and creating the infographic.
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Pre-task 1

- Ask learners what have been some of the difficult things about the COVID pandemic
- Ask learners if they have heard any news recently about masks, elicit the reduction in

restrictions
- Ask learners: But do you know all the new rules and restrictions?
- Get learners to pair up and brainstorm what they know about the new restrictions.

Share these in plenary.

Pre-task 2

- Tell learners that you have a newspaper article that contains information about the
new rules and restrictions regarding masks, but you want this information to be put
around the school in a more accessible way - an infographic. Ask learners to work in
pairs and identify a set of criteria for what makes a good infographic.

- In plenary, share ideas and have the class agree on the criteria for what makes a good
infographic.

Main task

- Show learners the text and inform them that they need to work together in pairs to
read the text, extract relevant information and create their infographic. Note: the
infographic can be created on poster paper or using Canva, if computers are available.
Ensure to check instructions.

- As learners are completing their task, move around and provide assistance where
necessary and note down any exemplary or defective examples of language for offline
FonF.

Post-task

- Have learners present and compare their infographics. Ensure that the pairs check the
infographics against the criteria.

- Move onto feedback of both good uses of language and language that needs
correction.

Potential FonF/FonFs options

- Modal verbs for expressing suggestions and obligations: we have to include, we
should draw this, we ought to try…

- Recycling and revision of lexis from text that learners identify as unknown
- Language for evaluating: You met the criteria, you didn’t include this, perhaps you

could have..

Is this a task?

In creating this task, I have tried to adhere to the criteria set out at the start of the course
regarding what constitutes a task:
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● meaning is primary
● there is some communicative problem to solve
● there is some sort of relationship with real-world activities
● the assessment of the task is in terms of task outcome

Meaning is primary: I do believe that the focus of the task is on meaning. The text I have used
is not centered around a certain form, and corrective feedback will generally be held off till the
post-task phase (although during-task FonF can and perhaps should still happen).

Communication problem: The problem here is the creative task. That is, learners have a text
with information byt the problem is extracting this information and putting it into an infographic
that is understandable and supported with graphics, etc.

Real-world relationship: In real-life, learners as students or employees may be expected to
extract information to create something, be it an infographic or a graph.

Assessment in terms of task outcome: The success criteria for the lesson is for learners to
create an infographic using information from the text. This is the top-down criteria; however,
the bottom-up criteria, i.e. from learners, is focused on what constitutes an infographic. This
task allows for learners to decide collaboratively what their shared goals are and work
towards these. In this sense, the task outcome has two sets of success criteria: the overall
(teacher-generated) and the specific (learner-generated).
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EXPLAINED: Where and when do you still have to
wear a face mask outdoors in Spain?1

The Spanish government is set to scrap the outdoor face mask rule on June 26th, and
although the final details are yet to be confirmed, there are certain situations and places
where we already know masks will still be required.

Spanish Prime Minister Pedro Sánchez’s recent announcement that face masks will no
longer be compulsory from Saturday June 26th has been met with a mixture of relief
and apprehension by the public, regional authorities and medical experts.

Some are excited by the prospect of being able to breathe fresh air outdoors for the first
time since May 21st 2020, while some analysts and regions consider the move too
hasty, especially in light of the increasing prevalence of the Delta variant in Spain.

The measure has now been approved by Spain’s Cabinet of Ministers on Thursday and
by the national Health Ministry on Wednesday. Here’s what we know so far about when
and where masks can be taken off in public and when and where they still have to be
worn.

Indoors

Masks are still required in all indoor public and closed spaces, which includes shops,
cinemas, theatres, libraries and museums.

Public transport

The use of a mask will still be necessary on all forms of public transport, except when
the transportation is open, such as on the deck of a boat – but only when you can
maintain a distance of 1.5 metres away from others.

Busy outdoor spaces

Although officially masks will not be required outside from June 26th, they will be
needed in busy areas, such as shopping streets. On June 23rd Health Minister Carolina
Darias said during a press conference that masks would still be obligatory outside if a
distance of 1.5 metres could not be maintained.

1 Taken from The Local
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Masks will not be mandatory outdoors “as long as a safety distance of 1.5 meters is
respected,” she said.

“But it will be mandatory if there are crowds of people, which prevent maintaining the
safety distance.

All the indicators tell us that we are on the right track and with the very high vaccination
rates, it is advisable to begin to introduce flexibility with respect to the mandatory use of
masks,” Darias continued.

This means that you will still need to carry a mask around with you, just in case you
come across a busy area and have to put it on.

Is this the same across all regions?

Although the rules are for the whole of Spain, each region may change and adapt the
mask rules how they see fit.

In Andalusia, where the Covid incidence rate is the highest in the country, the Minister of
Health and Families of the Junta of Andalucía, Jesús Aguirre said on June 21st that
wearing a mask outdoors is still “recommended”, even if the central government has
said it’s not mandatory.

Asturias is also still recommending the use of a mask outdoors. “It will be required
outdoors in certain situations,” Asturian government spokesperson Melania Álvarez said
during a recent press conference.

The president of the government of Galicia Alberto Núñez Feijóo insisted that the news
did not mean the end to masks and that those in the region “should always have one in
their pocket”.

Do I have to wear a mask on the beach?

No, wearing a mask on the beach is not compulsory if you are with others from your
household and can maintain a distance of 1.5 metres, otherwise you are required to
wear one.

Wearing a mask is not necessary however when doing activities that are incompatible
with wearing one, such as swimming in the sea and eating or drinking while seated on
the sand.

Will masks be required at events in Spain?
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Masks may still be required at big outdoor events such as concerts, festivals and
shows, where a distance of 1.5 metres cannot be maintained. However, if you are
seated and the chairs have been spaced out, then you will be allowed to remove your
mask.

What are the consequences of not abiding by these new mask rules?

If you don’t comply with these new laws and go mask-free in outdoor places where you
cannot keep 1.5 metres away from others, then the police are able to issue you with a
€100 fine.

Where else are masks no longer obligatory in Spain?

There are a handful of places where you don’t have to wear a mask indoors in Spain.
Currently they include care homes and other institutions where at least 80 percent of
residents have been vaccinated. Staff and visitors at these locations will still be required
to wear a face mask, however.

Sponge ELT 2021


